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We have studied social capital and community civic participation in urban samples of 
migrants and longtime residents in both the United States and China.  Studies 1, 2, and 
3: Individual and block-level observational and survey data from New York City, 
Baltimore, and Salt Lake City were used to predict residents' participation in block and 
neighborhood associations, both cross-sectionally and longitudinally. Income, home 
ownership, minority status, and residential stability were positively, but inconsistently, 
related to participation. Community-focused social cognitions (organizational efficacy, 
civic responsibility, community attachments) and social capital behaviors (neighboring, 
volunteer work through churches and other community organizations) were consistently 
and positively predictive of participation at both the individual and block levels. Some 
of these data have been published, but have never been analyzed comparing long-time 
residents vs. recent migrants (both foreign and domestic), which is the present focus. 
Studies 4 and 5: Using a nationally representative survey, we examine sense of 
community, neighboring behavior, and social capital in China, and their ability to 
predict local political participation.  Rural, older and married residents and those with a 
primary or high school education and higher perceived socio-economic status are more 
likely to participate.  For urban residents, knowing one’s neighbors is more important 
whereas in rural areas, neighboring behavior is more important, but both predict 
participation. Social capital does not generally predict local political participation in 
China.  Study 5: In China, rapid development has led to massive rural to urban 
migration. We use survey data from a convenience sample of 3,024 migrant workers in 
seven cities across China to offer predictors of three types of community participation: 
1) amount of contact with community organizations, 2) frequency of help sought from 
community organizations, and 3) the rate of more formal participation in Urban 
Resident Committee (URC) meetings. Results indicate that education, neighborhood 
social interaction, and organizational social capital predict all three types of community 
participation.  Additional predictors include number of children currently residing in the 
household, duration of residence in the current city, trust in community members, place 
attachment, and occupational quality of life (for amount of contact with community 
organizations); number of children currently residing in the household and 
neighborhood social capital (for frequency of help sought from community 
organizations); and number of elderly kin living in the household and place attachment 
(for participation in URC meetings).  Implications for labor and migration policy, 
community participation, and democratization in China are discussed.   

 


